Stimulation of rat spleen cells by staphylococcal enterotoxins.
There is much interest in staphylococcal enterotoxins as T cell mitogens in humans, mice and rabbits. Rat spleen cells were shown to proliferate in response to staphylococcal enterotoxins A and B and toxic shock syndrome toxin-1 at concentrations (5 to 500 ng ml-1) which also stimulate mouse spleen cells. The proliferative response to all these enterotoxins was inhibited by cyclosporin A, indicating the response to be predominantly that of T cells. These results indicate that the rat provides another convenient model for the analysis of T cell responses to enterotoxins.